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Course Objectives:   

Media plays an important role in influencing local, national and international 

relations. It can exert a substantial influence for creating durable peace in all 

regions of the world. The objective of this course is to explore the role media is 

playing and can play in peace processes and conflict de-escalation. The focus will 

be on understanding and analyzing theories and practical methods for peace 

building and conflict transformation. The key objective is to encourage discussion 

and analysis to share personal responses to media representation of the conflict. 

The focus will be on practical application of the theoretical knowledge for analyzing 

conflicts and devising models to provide epistemological basis to the theory. 

Learning Outcomes: 

a. Understand, compare and analyze critically the theoretical concepts of 

conflict and peace. 

b. Identify the factors that are contributing to conflict escalation and the role 

media can play in conflict transformation and/or resolution 

c. Understand the implications of the media interventions in conflicts and 

conflict zones 

d. Develop skills regarding conflict analysis and resolution 

e. Critically examine the existing pattern of media coverage during conflict/war 

f. Learn new modes of analysis for media texts by applying evaluative criteria 

based on the  main research findings from Peace and Conflict Studies 

g. Devise their own models to actualize theoretical concepts related to peace 

journalism  

Contents: 

a. The Concept of Peace Journalism  

b. Conflict Transformation, Conflict Resolution and Prevention  

c. Philosophical Debates on Peace Journalism and Journalistic Objectivity 

d. Working with the Media in Conflict and War 

e. The Role of Mass Media in Social Control and Change 

f. Differential and Common Aspects of International, National and Local 



Conflicts and their Coverage 

g. Consistency and Evolution in Ideological Basis of Different Conflicts 

h. Ethical and Professional Issues related to Conflict Coverage  

i. The Nexus between Media, Politics and Conflict  

j. The Effects of News Media on Differential Audience Responses to War 

Journalism and Peace Journalism 
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